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The book 

 Anthologies provide ready, expansive insights into specific forms of literature. In the genre of poetry, 

nuptial poetry is singularly under-represented. The only extant anthology on nuptial poetry, published 

in the last decade of the nineteenth century, is now difficult to find, and does not have entries beyond 

the eighteenth century. The present anthology aims to compensate for this, and offers a 

comprehensive selection of epithalamic poetry from the fourteenth to the twentieth centuries. Apart 

from its wide coverage, the anthology also presents, for the first time, an epithalamic extract from 

Chaucer, and the hitherto uncollected pieces from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, all put 

together  in one volume. For the first time, also, specimens of spousal poetry from four different 

countries—England, the USA, Australia and India—are gathered together. Significant changes in poetic 

taste and fashion, along with changing cultural nuances and matrimonial customs can be traced in the 

poems chosen here. The ‘Introduction’ to the volume, in a fresh perspective, sets up comparisons with 

the Oriental traditions—Sanskrit, Hebrew, Arabic and Chinese—of nuptial verse along with their 

Greek and Latin versions which are the original models for the English epithalamiums. 
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1. Geoffrey Chaucer  

‘I grant it you’, quod she; and right anon 

2. Sir Philip Sidney  

Let mother Earth now deck herself in flowers 

3. Edmund Spenser 

Ye learned sisters which have oftentimes 

Calm was the day, and through the  

trembling air 

4. George Chapman 

Come, come, dear night. Love’s smart kisses 

Sing, sing a rapture to all nuptial ears 

O you, this kingdom’s glory, that shall be 

5. Michael Drayton  

Thus far we handsomely have gone  

6. William Shakespeare 

Hymen: peace, ho! I bar confusion 

O blessed bond of board and bed! 

Honour, riches, marriage blessing 

7. Thomas Campion 

Now hath Flora robbed her bowers 

Flowers and good wishes Flora doth present 

8. John Donne  

Hail! Bishop Valentine, whose day this is 

The sunbeams in the East are spread 

Thou art reprieved, old year, thou shalt not die 

9. Ben Jonson  

Glad time is at his point arrived 

Up, youths and virgins, up, and praise 



Though thou hast past thy summer-standing, 

stay 

10. Henry Peacham 

All fears are fled, and from our sphere 

Nymphs of sea and land, away! 

Urania’s son, who dwell’st upon 

The Idalian boy no sooner with his fire 

11. Thomas Heywood 

You fairest of your sexes, how shall we 

Now’s the glad and cheerful day 

12. Phineas Fletcher 

That with thy yellow sanded stream 

13. Sir John Beaumont 

Severe and serious Muse 

The ocean long contended—but in vain 

14. Francis Beaumont and John Fletcher 

Cynthia, to thy power and thee 

Hold back thy hours, dark night, till we have 

done 

15. James Howell 

What object’s that which I behold 

May all felicity betide 

16. Francis Quarles 

Thus in pomp and priestly pride 

Noble youth and lovely maid 

Welcome, fairest virgin bride 

Mortals, ’tis out; my glass is run 

Man of war, march bravely on 

17. Thomas Carew 

Such should this day be, so the sun should hide 

Break not the slumbers of the bride 

18. Robert Herrick 

What’s that we see from far? the spring of day 

Welcome! but yet no entrance, till we bless 

Spring with the lark, most comely bride, and 

meet 

From the temple to your home 

Now, now’s the time so oft by truth 

19. James Shirley 

Oh, look anon, if in the seeded sky 

Adorn the altar; many come today 

20. Thomas Randolph 

Muse, be a bridesmaid; does not hear 

Frank, when this morn (the harbinger of day) 

Joy to the bridegroom and the bride 

21. Sir William Davenant 

A lover is a high and mighty thing! 

22. Henry Glapthorne 

The holy priest had joined their hands, and 

now 

23. William Cartwright  

Whiles early light springs from the skies 

Amidst such heat of business, such state throng 

24. Andrew Marvell 

The astrologer’s own eyes are set 

Phillis, Tomalin, away! 

25. Henry Vaughan 

Blessings as rich and fragrant crown your 

heads 

26. Katherine Philips 

To you, who in yourselves, do comprehend 

27. John Dryden 

The day is come, I see it rise 

28. Richard Duke 

Goddess of Rhime, that didst inspire 

29. William Somerville 

Time as malevolent, as old 

30. James Thomson 

Come gentle Venus! and assuage 

31. Francis Fawkes 

Ye sable sweepers, and ye cobblers all 

32. Christopher Smart 

When Hymen once the mutual Bands thus 

wove 

Descend, descend, yet sweet Aonian maids 

33. Robert Southey 

Methought I heard a stir of hasty feet 

34. P B Shelley 

Night with all thine eyes look down! 

35. Alfred Tennyson 

But where is she, the bridal flower 

36. Coventry Patmore 

Twice thirty centuries and more ago 

37. John Byrne Leicester Warren 

Sigh, heart, and break not; rest, lark, and wake 

not! 

38. Sir Edmund William Gosse 

High in the organ-loft, with lilied air 

39. G K Chesterton 

Why should we reck of hours that rend 

40. James Elroy Flecker 

Smile then, children, hand in hand 

41. Francis Brett Young 

When the evening came my love said to me 

42. Gerald Gould 

Smooth the pillow out 

43. Horace Gregory 



‘Eat my cake, eat’, cried the young 

44. W H Auden 

While explosives blow to dust 

45. May Sarton 

How pure the heart of lovers as they walk 

46. Delmore Schwartz 

Summon the children eating ice cream 

Little soul, little flirting 

47. James McAuley 

We scandalized the registrar 

All things announce her coming and her praise 

48. Philip Larkin 

The wind blew all my wedding-day 

49. Maxina W Kumin 

The far crust opens for us all 

50. Sarojini Naidu 

A Kokilla called from a henna-spray 

51. Nissim Ezekiel 

Her mother shed a tear or two, but not really 

52. Dom Moraes 

When I awake (he said) I shall be lonely 

 

Glossary 

 

 

The Editors 

Masoodul Hasan, who has a doctorate from the University of Liverpool, has taught at the Aligarh 
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